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Institul de Chirurgie, Annl., 1890-91. Bucuresci:

Lito-lipograpia Carol G\l=o"\bl.
Under this title, Professor Assaky, of Bukharest,

dedicates to the students of medicine a first volume of
clinical instruction, based upon original investigation
made in connection with two practical courses : sur-

gical anatomy and special operations.Part I of this book (two hundred pages) contains
results of researches, by ten physicians, concerning
rheumatism, pulse and temperature, therapeutic action
of di-iodo-salicylic acid, abdominal tumors, and cranio-
cerebral topography, et al.These reports are in detail, so that one can follow
the cases with exactitude. The article on cerebral
localization, by Dr. Assaky, is especially valuable be-
cause of the plates, which are numerous and elabor-
ately elucidated by color, lines and figures. His re-

ports of abdominal operations are accompanied by a
number of photo-engravings.In Part II (one hundred pages) are found some of
Professor Assaky's clinical lectures : (1) Descriptions
of operations in various diseases in connection with the
uterus and its physiological annexes; (2) the tabu-
lated histories of several cases of tuberculosis treated
with Koch's lymph.
The material portion of this work is excellent, most

creditable to the paper-maker, the printer and the
binder.
Professor Assaky is also editor-in-chief of the Rou-

manian medical periodical, Clínica, a recently estab-
lished journal published in Bukharest. An extended
notice of it was given in this Journal some time ago.
Later issues have furnished valuable additions to

" the healing art," in clinical reports and contributions
to hygiene — looking toward rational, preventive sani-
tation. F. B. S.

\l=OE\uvres Compl\l=e`\tes de J. M. Charcot. Tome IX:
H\l=e`\morrhagie et Ramollissement du Cerveau; M\l=e'\tal-
loth\l=e'\rapie et Hypnotisme; Electrotherapie. 8vo,
pp. viii, 571. With 34 illustrations in the text and
13 plates. Paris: Aux Bureaux du Progr\l=e`\s M\l=e'\d-
ical. 1890.
This, the ninth volume in the series of Charcot's

collected works now in progress of publication, is not,
like the preceding volumes on nervous diseases, made
up from the lectures reported by his pupils, but is
merely a collection of various articles which have ap-
peared in medical journals for the past twenty-five
years, many of which are, of course, familiar. Thus in
the section on cerebral haemorrhage we find the familiar
account of the influence of miliary aneurisms in the
production of haemorrhage, originally published many
years ago ; as well as numerous brief notes of com-

paratively little importance. The work itself, there-
fore, brings us nothing new. It is of value, however,
in collecting various articles which would otherwise
have to be sought in old files of journals. A part ofthem were substantial contributions to our knowledge,while others would never have been reprinted except
for the name of their author.

Influenza.
—

It is reported that influenza has ap-
peared as an epidemic in Moscow, and that many per-
sons are each day reported as incapacitated by it.
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MICROBICIDE PROPERTIES OF THE GASTRIC
JUICE: MICROBUS OP THE ALIMUNTARY
CANAL.
In an interesting paper in the Wratch, Kianowski

has taken up the subject of the microbes of the stomach
and the effects of the gastric juice on them. To solve
the question, he undertook a series of experiments on
both sick and well persons. These experiments have
given the following results: (1) The quantity of
bacteria found in the contents of the stomach one hour
after a meal is not so much in inverse relation with
the acidity of the gastric juice and the quantity of hydro-
chloric acid therein, as it is in direct relation with the
amount and kinds of micro-organisms introduced with
the food ; (2) Within the limits of the mean acidity
duo to hydrochloric acid, the gastric juice systemati-
cally and completely kills the microbes in the stomach ;
the more prolonged the action of the gastric juice, the
more microbes it kills. (3) There is a general rela-
tion between the augmentation of the general acidity
due to the normal or abnormal properties of hydrochloric
acid on the one hand, and the quantity of destroyed
microbes on the other. (4) If the acidity of the
gastric juice is feeble, the microbes multiply in the
stomach. (5) Experiments on sick persons have
shown that if their gastric juice contains a sufficient
quantity of free hydrochloric acid, it possesses the
same microbicide qualities as the gastric juice of
healthy persons.
The conclusions of this important paper are : (1)

In a state of fasting, tho stomach of a man in good
health contains a great many microbes. (2) The
quantity of microbes existing in the stomach during
the first hours of digestion is in direct relation with
the quantity introduced with the food, drink, air,
saliva, etc. (3) The gastric juice, and especially its
hydrochloric acid, possesses most manifest microbicide
properties. (4) The microbes probably take no active
part in the processes of stomach-digestion. (5) Per-
sons who by reason of some disease secrete little hy-
drochloric acid, more easily bocome the victims of
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